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PROFILE
E.g. A highly dedicated and ambitious (insert county name) County Cricket Academy/Professional player seeks financial assistance and/or key sponsorship to support the development of a long and successful cricketing career.  
>>INCLUDE GOOD QUALITY PHOTOCOPIED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS HERE IF SPACE OR ATTACH SEPARATELY.
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CRICKETING ACHIEVEMENTS: List achievements below – biggest first – include performance stats, teams played for and any representative honours or team successes.
. 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT REQUIRED: Outline what you need money for and how it would be used/spent.
· KIT SPONSORSHIP REQUIRED: State what kit you require in more detail.
· HOW WILL SPONSORSHIP HELP MY CAREER? Explain the importance of having sufficient and quality kit to practice and play in – you could highlight how much kit you need and the cost of this per annum.  You may also want to highlight the cost of transport by stating mileage per annum in and out of season.  What impact would sponsorship have – a statement of how this would change things for you would be good to include.
BENEFITS TO THE SPONSOR: Stress your willingness to advertise the company during training and competition and to perform other PR duties as requested.  Highlight that you would give them regular updates on progress throughout the year.
PERSONAL DETAILS: Include on this sheet your address, contact details, DOB and any other details that you feel are relevant e.g. school / yr of study etc. 
TRY TO BE INFORMATIVE BUT BRIEF AND AIM TO FIT THIS INFORMATION ALL ONTO ONE SIDE OF A4 – ANY PAPER CLIPPINGS CAN BE ATTACHED SEPARATELY
EXAMPLE COVER LETTER
Insert your name and address

Name of Company

Address

Date:

Dear (insert NAME of contact),

My name is ??? and I am a (Professional) cricketer (on the Academy) at ? County Cricket Club.  I am currently in the process of trying to find and secure some form of kit/financial sponsorship for the coming season and it was recommended that I approach your company for support due to your long standing interest in the sport and your previous history of player sponsorship.  
I am aware that you may not be familiar with my performances and achievements to date, or my cricket ambitions, and therefore I have attached an information sheet/PowerPoint and newspaper clippings/video footage/tickets for my next game for you to look at/attend.  I would welcome a meeting with you to discuss the possibility of sponsorship further and can make myself available at your convenience.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

>>SIGN
>>TYPE NAME

TOP TIPS taken from http://sponsorship.uksport.gov.uk/
THE LETTER
Make it short and to the point.  If possible, enclose a proposal with more details.

Key points to remember:-

An obvious starting point but ensure you have the correct, up-to-date address 

Personalise the letter to the individual. Never write “Dear Sir/Madam” 

Use a spell check before printing to make sure there are no mistakes 

Include a brief introduction about what you are writing about 

Don’t waffle.  List key points that will attract the recipient’s attention 

Enclose information: a proposal and information sheet
You might consider sending it in a coloured envelope so that it stands out

If applicable, why not include a formal invitation for them to come and watch/meet you the next time you are competing in the area

Above all, remember to BE CREATIVE, as first impressions count.  Remember that the recipient may receive countless similar requests, so anything you can do to make your approach stand out will give you a better chance (using colour, images etc).
THE PROPOSAL
This is the sales hook.  A good proposal will make the reader want to ring you to find out more.  It can be a proposal or a CV style document, or perhaps even a PowerPoint presentation. Make it eye catching.
Use video clips or action photographs or colour photocopies of you competing. If possible, try to get hold of professional footage / quality shots.  Speak to your Governing Body who should have a library of pictures from major events or try contacting your local paper if in the past they have published shots of you in action. 

Make it informative, exciting and show your potential. 

Talk about your training regime.  Perhaps detail what you will do on an average day and list how many hours you put in per week/month.  Make sure they appreciate what it takes to get to the top of your sport. 

Detail your successes / results - List your Major Achievement and stats - List the teams you have represented, from county level to national selections. 

Include some example press cuttings - neatly done, putting each on a separate page with details of the publication it came from. 

List the benefits that you can offer a sponsor - make it clear and easy to read - use bullet points. 

Highlight your goals/aspirations.  Sponsors will want to see that you have a long-term commitment to the sport and that you hold high expectations of yourself.
Do not state how much money or product you want from the sponsor, leave that for the face-to-face meeting.
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